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Meeting Date:   December 2, 2014 

 

From:   Dr. Nancy DePalma, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction 

 and Assessment 

  Kerry Jones, Director of Elementary Education 

 

Through:   Tom Moore, Superintendent 

           
Background 

Comprehensive literacy supports and staffing remain in place in the elementary grades in the West 

Hartford Public Schools.  At all middle schools, we are in our second year of implementation of a 

tiered intervention model aligned with state guidelines for SRBI.   This fall, we piloted a common 

reading assessment, the Gates Macginitie On-line Reading Test, at the middle school level to 

support both differentiation and identification of students needing reading supports.  At the high 

school level, we have continued our established reading intervention support system for students in 

Grades 9 and 10 who are performing below grade level expectations in reading.  In addition, we 

have expanded high school reading tiered reading supports through Grade 11 English classes.   

 

Elementary Update 

 As of November 1, 345 students are receiving Tier 2 or 3 reading intervention services at our 
elementary schools.  This represents 8% of our total K-5 elementary student population and 
ranges from 6% (Grade 5) to 12% (Grade 1).  While this number is a slight increase in 
students receiving intervention from the same period last fall (7%), it is consistent with 
overall SRBI expectations (5-15% of students receiving tired interventions). 

 Staffing levels for reading specialists and interventionists are consistent with past years.  New 
reading specialists were hired for the split Braeburn/Morley and Bugbee/Norfeldt reading 
positions this year. 

 Reading Specialists and Early Intervention teachers, in collaboration with our Townwide 
Literacy Intervention Specialist, further refined our intervention process by developing 
criteria for each of our research-based interventions.  As a result of this process, we 
identified a need for additional primary grade interventions.  The Leveled Literacy 
Intervention (LLI) program was piloted last spring and implemented with small groups of 
primary grade students receiving Tier II intervention this fall.  In addition, our Smith School 
intervention teacher is receiving Reading Recovery training through a UCONN graduate 
study grant. 

 The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA2) was administered to all students in Grades 
K-3 during the 2013-2014 school year.  This was the first year DRA2 results were gathered 
and analyzed at the district level and also the first year all Grade 3 students in district were 
assessed. Among all students in Grades K-3, 86% met end of year benchmark levels on the 
spring 2014 DRA2 assessment.  An additional 10% of all K-3 students achieved reading 
levels within range of the end of year benchmark. 
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Elementary DRA2 Assessment Results 
 Fall 2013 

% students meeting or 
within range of benchmark 

Spring 2014 
% students meeting 

end of year benchmark 

Fall 2014 
% students meeting or 

within range of benchmark 

Kindergarten N/A 83% N/A 

Grade 1 86% 81% 84% 

Grade 2 87% 90% 93% 

Grade 3 92% 90% 90% 

Districtwide K-3  86%  
 

Middle School Reading 

 We are in second year of implementation of our middle school reading intervention model 
aligned with state guidelines for SRBI.    

 As of November, 127 students have received reading intervention services in Grades 6-8.   
This represents 5.7% of our total middle school student population. 

 This fall, we administered the Gates-Macginitie Reading Test (GMRT), an on-line, research-
based assessment of student comprehension and vocabulary, to all middle school students.  
Last year, middle school reading teachers piloted use of the GMRT with their intervention 
students.  The assessment provides teachers and students with nationally normed reading 
achievement levels as well as a Lexile measure.  The Lexile is a measure of text complexity 
and student reading ability.  We anticipate that this universal assessment for all middle school 
students will support differentiated instruction in English and content area classes as well as 
identification of students needing reading supports.   

 The testing window for the GMRT closed at the end of the first quarter, with make-up 
assessments still being administered the week of November 15th.  A summary of the 
assessment results will be shared at the Board of Education meeting on December 2nd.  

 Six middle school reading teachers provide targeted intervention to students not achieving 
grade level expectations. Sedgwick Middle School has three reading teachers (3.0 FTE), King 
Philip has two reading teachers (1.6 FTE), and Bristow has one reading teacher (1.0 FTE).  
One King Philip reading teacher (.4 FTE) also supports students at Bristow for two class 
periods.  A new reading specialist was hired for the King Philip/Bristow position this year. 
 

High School Reading 

 As of November, 124 students are receiving reading support in Grades 9-11, representing 
4.2% of our total high school student population in those grades.  Of these students, 34 are 
enrolled in a credit-bearing Tier III reading course for students in Grades 9 and 10.  This 
year, the reading specialist at each high school also supports an additional 90 students in a 
co-taught model within Grade 11 English classes. 

 Catherine Buchholz, English Department Supervisor, has assumed supervisory 
responsibilities for high school reading, given the coordination needed for a tiered 
intervention approach at the high school level.  Ms. Buchholz works with reading specialists 
and administrators at both high schools to support the SRBI process for literacy.  Kerry 
Jones continues to provide oversight to secondary reading through collaboration with both 
English Department Supervisors.          

 Our high school reading intervention team is comprised of 2.0 FTE reading specialists (one 
each at Conard and Hall) and a literacy tutor at Conard.   

     Dr. DePalma and Ms. Jones will be available to answer questions. 


